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Abstract 

The article describes modern reworking of historical public parks founded in the 19 th and early 20th century in 

Podlasie. When these works are conducted with due respect to the parks’ historical value they give us a chance to 

preserve their identity and key role in their cities. The article focuses on the formal and functional changes to the 

historical public parks in Augustów, Białystok, Łomża and Suwałki, as compared to similar works done in selected 

Polish cities. 
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Introduction 
 

Public gardens are a valuable part of city life since they first started to function as a new type 

of public space in cities. Regardless of the location and size of the city (New York, London, 

Warsaw or Augustów), they are an integral part of historical city centres and residential areas. 

The foundation of public parks, in the meaning of arranged green areas accessible without 

restrictions, on wider scale started in the first part of the 19th century and in gained even more 

momentum in the second half. The idea was spearheaded by England, but other countries were 

quick to follow. “In England the important aspect as the social significance of -parks- and 

development of garden design, in America and Russia the dominant theme was the need for 

splendour and activity, in France, Germany and Poland attention was paid to spatial harmony” 

(Zachariasz, 2006; Böhm, Zachariasz, 2005). The oldest public gardens created for this very 

purpose were founded in Poland in the early 19th century. 

The historical public parks which were renovated and modernised in Poland at the turn of the 

20th and 21st century include some of the oldest: the Krasiński (1768) and Skaryszewski (1905-22) 

parks in Warsaw, or the Saxon park in Lublin; as well as parks from the mid-war years and the early 

post-war period: the Sowiński park in Warsaw (1936-37), the Praga AK memorial park (a public 

square in the mid-war period). All these parks continue to play a key role in the spatial arrangement 

of their districts and cities (Pawlikowska-Piechotka, 2005). Many of the parks retain their original 

fencing (the Skaryszewski, Sowiński and Paraga AK parks in Warsaw, the Saxon park in Lublin). 

Inside these parks historical monuments are restored and reconstructed (the Saxon park in Lublin, 

the Krasiński and Sowiński parks in Warsaw). 

The new functional plans for these parks honour the historical value of their layouts. New 

functions were incorporated into these parks along their traditional functions (recreation, walking), 

such as playgrounds (the Saxon park in Lublin, the Krasiński and Skaryszewski parks in Warsaw) 

(Fig. 1a). Some of them are very elaborate, such as rope climbing facility and a sports ground in the 

Praga AK memorial park in Warsaw (Fig.1b). Apart from historical monuments, parks display 

permanent and temporary exhibitions (e.g. architectural miniatures exhibition in the Sowiński Park 

in Warsaw). Barbequing facilities may even be provided in separated spaces (Praga AK memorial 

park in Warsaw). Some historical parks include dog-walking areas (Skaryszewski Park in Warsaw). 

Leisure functions are developed depending on the historical value and location of the park (city or 

district park). There is a clear need for “adequacy” in forming the new functions and activities. The 

rule is to locate new functions in harmony with the historical spatial arrangement of the parks. 
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Fig. 1. Elements of modernisation of public parks in Warsaw: a – playground in Skaryszewski park, b – rope climbing 

facility in the Praga AK memorial park. (both photo D. Gawryluk)  

 

Method 

 

The comparative method was used to analyse recent modernisation efforts in selected public 

parks in Podlasie and their current arrangement. The analysis included a comparison of current 

publications and archival materials (plans, maps, administrative documents, etc.), most of which 

can be found in the State Archives in Białystok, Łomża, Suwałki and Warsaw. Another important 

source of information about the parks is old postcards and photos, which were compared to modern 

images. 

Historically the research is restricted to the period from mid-19th century, when the first 

public gardens were founded, to the beginning of World War II, because many new parks were 

founded, which are now considered historical monuments.  

Geographically the research is restricted to the area of the modern Podlaskie voivodship 

(further referred to as Podlasie), within the historical border between the Kingdom of Poland and 

the Russian Empire (1815-1863) and the Russian Partition (1864-1918), including the Grodno 

Governorate and the Augustów Governorate divided into the Łomża and Suwałki Governorates.  

Based on these methodology, the following public parks were selected for analysis: 

1. Augustów – a walking garden in the town square (1846) – currently the Sigismud 

Augustus Square and canal gardens (mid-19th century, converted into a garden square in 

1901-1904) – currently the Old Post Office Park. 

2. Białystok – Old Park (1895-1897, remodelled after 1935) – the Prince Józef Poniatowski 

Old Park, the “Planty” Park (1930-1938) and the Zwierzyniecki Park (the 20s and 30s of 

the 20th century). 

3. Łomża – City Garden – a walking park referred to as the Saxon park (1842) – currently 

the Jakub Waga Park and People’s Park (1905). 

4. Suwałki – City Garden – currently the 3rd of May Constitution Park (1832, 1837). 

 

Results. Analysis of public gardens’ history 

 

Walking gardens were first founded in Governorate capitals (Suwałki, Augustów, Łomża). 

Even though Białystok was at the end of the 19th century the major city in the analysed area, it was 

part of the Grodno Governorate and therefore only got its public facilities later. 

The oldest city garden (currently the 3rd of May Constitution Park) was founded in Suwałki in 

1837 in the central city square, along the main street (Żywiczyński, 2011; Kopciała, 2005).  
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The park was fenced off from the very beginning. Its spatial arrangement was based on the 

crossing of two main alleys. In 1841 count Karol Brzostowski had a sundial placed in the park. In 

1862 a statue of Holy Mary was placed in the arch of the garden opposite the main entrance to the 

church of St Alexander. The wooden park fence was replaced by “elaborate iron” fencing (Fig. 2a). 

The arrangement was completed with: a living monument – “freedom oak” and a memorial stone 

with the date “3rd of May 1791-1923” (1923), a bandshell (ca. 1929), a fountain at the main 

flowerbed (1938) (Kopciała, 2005). The inhabitants of the city were keen to visit the park, where 

they walked, took part in social events and concerts, as well as sports events – athletics in the 

summers and ice skating in the alleys converted to a skating rink (Kopciała, 2005). 

 

 
Fig. 2. 3rd of May Constitution Park in Suwałki: a – park’s view from years 1905-1914 (private collection of Grzegorz 

Płatonow; Kopciała J. (red.), 2005, s. 119), b – Suwalki Blues Festiwal 2012 (photo D. Gawryluk) 

 

In Łomża, the first walking park, known as the Saxon park, was founded in 1842 (Fig. 3a). At 

3.8 ha, it was exceptionally large (Brodzicki, Godlewska, 1987). It was in the naturalistic style. It 

was fenced off, closed for the night and guarded by a “night keeper” (Jemielity, 2005). It was a 

popular place among the inhabitants of the Łomża and nearby estates, especially on Sunday 

evenings. They were also drawn in by a military brass band playing popular tunes from a beautiful 

round arbors (Dobroński, 1993). 

 

 
Fig. 3. Jakub Waga Park in Łomża: a – park’s view from 20s-30s of 20th century (Jemielity W., 2002,s. 16),  

b – postcard with monument of Jakub Waga , 70s of XX century (private colection) 

 

In 1846 the decision was made to found a walking garden in the central square of Augustów. 

It was named the Saxon Garden in imitation of the park in Warsaw (it is now the Sigismund 

Augustus Square) (Fig. 4a). It was surrounded by a wooden fence (Szlaszyński et al., 2007). The 

other public park in the city was also founded in mid-19th century in front of the post office and 
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fenced off according to a design by W. Szpitalski. In 1901-1904 trees, bushes and flowers were 

planted in the square. The park in the main square and the garden square became a favourite 

walking space for the inhabitants of Augustów (Szlaszyński et al., 2007). 

 

 
Fig. 4. Sigismundus Augustus Park in Augustów: a – park’s view from the begining of 20th century (old postcard, 

source: http://fotopolska.eu, 2014.10.22), b – fountain in the park, 2012 (photo D. Gawryluk) 

 

The first public park in Białystok was known as the Old Park (currently the Prince Józef 

Poniatowski Old Park), It was founded in 1895-97 and rebuilt after 1935. The park was in a 

naturalistic style, partly remodelled in a modernist style. The park walls and gates were torn down 

in 1936 when a new park (known as Planty) was created (Bończak-Kucharczyk, Maroszek, 

Kucharczyk, 2000, Dolistowska, 2009) (Fig. 5a). 

 

 
Fig. 5. Prince Józef Poniatowski Old Park in Białystok: a- park’s view from the begining of 20th century (old postcard, 

source: http://fotopolska.eu/Bialystok/b46214,Hotel_Ritz.html, 2014.10.22), b – plaza in the front of Aleksander 

Węgierko Theatre after modernisation (http://www.lookr.com/pl/lookout/1419682552-Bia%C5%82ystok, 2015.03.10) 

 

In 1905, even before Poland regained its independence, another city park was founded in 

Łomża (1.1ha) known as the People’s Park. It was particularly popular among mothers with babies 

and small children. “Echa Płockie i Łomżyńskie” demanded a park for children as early as 1899” 

(Dobroński, 1993). 

In the mid-war period in Białystok, in 1930-1938, the „zwierzyniec” and Branicki palace 

gardens were replaced with Planty Park (15ha). Work was conducted according to plans drawn up 

by Stanisław Grala, who created a park in the modernist style. The main element of its composition 

is its axis underlined by a broad prospect, the location of a large fountain and trees and other plants 

outlining the inner shape of the park. From the 50s to the 90s a monument in honour of the Soviet 

Army, by Ślusarczyk and Danka, also stood on the main axis of the park (Fig.6) (Bończak-

Kucharczyk, Maroszek, Kucharczyk, 2000; Dobroński, 2012) 
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Fig. 6. Zwierzyniec Park in Białystok: a – view of main alley, 2012, b – visualisation of modernisation “Akcent’s” zoo 

(source: http://bialystok.gazeta.pl/bialystok/1,37227,7377682,Nowe_zoo_dla_misiow__rysiow_i_wilkow.html 

2014.10.25) 
 

In the 20s and 30s of the 20th century another city park was created in Białystok, in place of 

an earlier forest, with a classicist layout. Because of its size it contained a number of objects. 

Patriotic theme was prominent in its design. On the 3rd of May 1921 three oaks were planted with 

great ceremony, surrounded by 11 lime trees, as a symbol of the important date in Polish history. 

From then on the park was called the 3rd of May Park. In 1930 work was started on rearranging the 

park in a modernist style following a design by the chief city engineer J. B. Rybołowicz. A new axis 

was chosen for the park, underlined with alleys and circular plazas with monuments. The first 

monument, dedicated to the memory of the soldiers from the 42nd Infantry Regiment, by Jakub and 

Kazimierz Juszczyk, was placed as early as 1930. In 1932 a monument designed by Jarosław Girin 

was raised in the 1920 Military Cemetery adjacent to the park. (Bończak-Kucharczyk, Maroszek, 

Kucharczyk, 2000) In the 60s a small zoo was placed in the park. The Zwierzyniec Park was very 

popular among the inhabitants of Białystok, because of its multiple functions and woodland 

character. 
 

Discussion. Analysis of contemporary modernisations 
 

Over the last 20 years the parks were modernised to varying degree. The following table 

presents the main areas in which work was done in these parks on historical and modern objects 

(Table 1).  
 

Table 1. Modernization of public parks in selected cities in Podlasie at the turn of the 20th and 21st century. 

 
Historical public park 

(foundation date) 
Modernised elements 

1 2 3 

A
u

g
u

st
ó

w
 

Walking garden in the town 

square – currently the 

Sigismund Augustus Park 

– work in stages: 1999–2000, 2007, 2010 (arch. Z. Dargiewicz, arch. 

T. Myczkowski) 

– re-paving with granite 

– fountain (modern form) (Fig.4b) 

– a column with a statue of king Sigismund Augustus (prof. C. Dzwigaj) 

– modern street furniture 

Old Post Office Park – re-paving with granite and concrete brick – 2014 

– a glacial erratic monument 

– modern street architecture 

B
ia

ły
st

o
k

 

Old Park (1895–1897, 

rearranged after 1935) – now 

the Prince Józef Poniatowski 

Old Park 

– refurbishing alleys (granite brick and dirt roads), 

– plaza in front of the Aleksander Węgierko Theatre 2003–2007, a modern 

fountain placed in the plaza (Fig. 5b) 

– modern street furniture 

– placing a statue by Albin Sokołowski in the axis, modernisation by Jerzy 

Grygorczuk and Wojciech Matys – 2014 (Fig. 5b) 
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b 
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Table continued 

 2 3 

B
ia

ły
st

o
k

 

Planty Park (1930– 

1938) 

– modernizing the pavements 

– modernisation of the fountain with coloured illumination – 200 (initial light 

choreography by Zbigniew Janas), 

– new playground designed by landscape arch. Wanda Dudek-Wybodowska – 

2011  

– catering facilities in the refurbished former public toilet buildings 

Zwierzyniec Park (20s and 

30s of the 20th century) 

– refurbishing alleys (granite brick and dirt roads) – first decade of the 21st 

century 

– new playground – 2010 

– reconstruction of monuments (in honour of the soldiers from the 42nd 

Infantry Regiment, who died in the Polish-Soviet War of 1920 – in 1997 by 

Krzysztof Jakubowski and a 3rd of May Constitution memorial in the form of a 

stone pyramid – 2007) 

– placing new monuments (in honour of Polish prisoners of war murdered by 

the Soviets by Jerzy Grygorczuk) 

– modernisation of the “Akcent” zoo – 2010–2013 (Fig. 6b) 

Ł
o

m
ża

 City Gardens – currently the 

Jakub Waga Park 

– partially re-paving the area around the statue of Jakub Waga (Fig. 3b) 

People’s Park (1905)  – refurbishing alleys (granite brick and dirt roads) 

S
u

w
a

łk
i 

City Gardens – now the 3rd of 

May Constitution Park (1832, 

1837) 

– re-paving with granite – first decade of the 21st century 

– rearrangement of the park composition 

– reconstruction of the sundial and placing glacial stones as monuments 

– fountain (modern form, illuminated in winter) 

– renovation of historical buildings in the park (bandshell and stage, arbour) 

 

Modern renovations of historical parks in Podlasie follow the general trend of changes 

introduced in public parks in other cities in Poland, although their scope is smaller and they are 

often more conservative. 

Most of the analysed public parks have been modernised over the last two decades. Works 

aimed to improve the quality of park facilities. It was also important to adapt and expand the 

activities available to inhabitants and tourists visiting the parks (Augustów, Suwałki). 

It is worth noting that efforts were made to preserve the cultural values and symbolism of 

these parks by recreating historical monuments and street furniture (Augustów, Białystok, Suwałki) 

(Table 1). It should be stressed that not all of these reconstructions were logical (Suwałki: 

inconsistent placement of the sundial). New elements such as modern fountains were placed 

following the general composition of the parks (modernist in Białystok, classicist in Suwałki and 

Augustów) (Fig.4b, 5b). 

In none of the parks was the original fencing recreated, which was a characteristic feature in 

the 19th and early 20th century (Fig. 2a, 4a, 5a). 

One new functionality added to some of the parks is playgrounds (Białystok) (Table 1). These 

were located at a distance from the historical composition and do not hurt the spatial arrangement. 

Bicycle lanes were created near most of the parks, which makes them more accessible 

(Białystok, Augustów). Re-paving of alleys allowed for entertainment events to take place 

(Augustów, Białystok, Suwałki) (Fig. 4b, 5b), including even regular events of high renown, like 

the Suwałki Blues Festiwal (Fig.2b). 

Only in Łomża were renovation works very limited. This is particularly clear in the case of 

the Jakub Waga Park (Łomża – was a govenrorate city in the 19th century and was the second in the 

region (after Suwałki) to receive a public park (Fig.3b). However, modern Łomża, which is no 

longer the capital of a voivodship, is unable of taking proper care of its historical park. Political and 

administrative changes in history and recent years influenced the economic development and public 

space of Łomża (including parks).  
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Conclusion 

 

In most cases the modernisation of public parks in Augustów, Białystok, Łomża and 

Suwałki honoured their cultural value. Analysis of the needs of modern cities indicates that parks 

need to assume new functions (apart from continuing historical ones). It is expressed in the presence 

of new elements integrated into the historical arrangement. The point of all works is to introduce 

modern forms and functions which coexist with the historical character of these parks. Honouring 

the cultural values of urban space should be the prime concern of all renovation projects. 
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