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Abstract 

The article discuses the contemporary importance of controlled greenery in the landscape of historic post-tsar 

barracks in the north-east Poland. The issue is presented in relation to landscape on the scale of panorama (city 

outlines), urban scale and architectural-scenic interiors scale. This paper analyzes different forms of controlled greenery 

created in the context of barracks in subsequent historic periods and preservation of their legibility in the contemporary 

landscape. The selected barracks complexes from the area of north-east Poland (Augustów, Grajewo, Komorowo, 

Suwałki, Zambrów, ...) are confronted with the indicated post-military complexes in the territory of Poland.  
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Introduction 

 

The presence of different forms of greenery is characteristic of the historic fortified structures 

on the territory of Poland. Planty in Krakow show the old course of the defensive walls in the city. 

Numerous fortifications, as the essence of their purpose, used the natural landscape, and hence their 

scenic relationship with greenery. Complexes of barracks from the eighteenth century (Polish) and 

the XIX and early XX century (of invaders’ armies) were associated with greenery of mainly 

utilitarian character (for 123 years Poland was partitioned, divided between empires: Russian, 

Austrian and Prussian. In 1918 the country regained its independence. One of the elements of the 

architectural heritage of the partitions are three types of historic barracks located in the area of 

Poland today). 

Greenery was programmatically present in tsarist barracks from the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century. It had a practical meaning that resulted solely from the needs of garrisons 

functioning there. Compositional factor was secondary in its planning and was a consequence of the 

urban structure of the area. Over the years subsequent users organized different forms of the 

controlled greenery in the area of barracks. Functions of barracks varied. Permanent became only 

their landscape presence in the context of barrack complexes.  

To date, there are no scientific studies dedicated directly to the controlled greenery related to 

barracks complexes and its importance in the landscape of contemporary cities. Information 

regarding history of the discussed issue is spread in the literature, mentioned only on the occasion 

of research on other problems, e.g. the history of Polish regiments stationed in post-tsar barracks, 

the history of cities, the history of army (Dąbrowski, 2011; Dobroński, Skłodowski, 2008; 

Dudziński, 2009; Dudziński, Sychowicz, 2010; Suwałki miasto…, 2005; Ochał, 2009; Strenkowski, 

2010; Szczepański, 2004; Szlaszyński J, Makowski, 2007; Szlaszyński, 2015). The selected 

examples of contemporary revitalization of the historic barracks complexes have been described as 

case studies, usually in terms of architectural conservation (Paszkiewicz, 1999; Gawryluk, 2014a, 

2014b; Skrobot, 2005). Scholarly articles on the subject are available in some conference 

publications, professional and popular-science magazines. Greenery was not usually discussed 

there. Therefore, the aim of this work is to establish a modern, landscape meaning of greenery in the 

context of historical, tsarist barracks located in the north-east Poland. 
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Method 

 

This work analyzes the function and form of organized greenery in barracks areas at times 

specified by the author. Functions attributed to the greenery were a consequence of the barracks 

users’ concepts, therefore, the following time periods were adopted in this paper: 1) since the turn 

of the XIX and XX century until World War I – the barracks were used by the army of invaders; 

2) interwar period – the use of the barracks by the Polish army; 3) turn of the twentieth and twenty-

first century, which is a summary of the postwar period – the use of barracks (in the researched 

cases) for non-military purposes. 

The contemporary greenery landscape in the context of barracks developed as the effect of 

individual periods overlapping. The carried out analysis allowed determining which forms of 

greenery from the above mentioned periods are legible today in different scales of landscape i.e: 

 scale of panorama (outlines of cities and barracks in them) 

 urban scale (structures of cities and barracks complexes) 

 scale of architectural-scenic interiors.  

Studies were carried out on the basis of a comparison of archival materials (old photographs 

and postcards, maps and plans) with the materials gathered by the author during a query in the field 

and in archives. 
 

Results 

 

Complexes of controlled greenery were organized in barracks areas for utilitarian reasons. In 

subsequent periods of time different functions were attributed to them. 

XIX – XX c. Preserved construction projects of tsarist barracks indicate that as a rule 

greenery was included in building military complexes (plans from the Archives in Suwałki, Military 

Archives in Moscow, maps and plans form (Mapy topogragficzne…, 2015)). It was represented 

there in different areas.  

From outside the most legible were rows of trees planted along the main roads leading to and 

through the barracks areas (Zambrów, Suwałki, Komorowo) and along their borders (Białystok, 

Grajewo) (Fig. 1 b). Organization of these complexes at the turn of the XIX and XX centuries is 

confirmed with the photos taken in the interwar period. They show avenues of trees that were 

growing for decades, i.e. they were planted during the partitions (Fig. 1 a). 

 

 a  b 

Fig. 1. Rows of trees – avenues (old postcard): 

a) Zambrów 1929–30 (source: http://zambrow.fotopolska.eu/370817,foto.html); 

Grajewo (source: http://zambrow.fotopolska.eu/136600,foto.html) 

 

The Tsar's plans of barracks in Zambrów show that the barracks buildings were provided with 

flowerbeds-lawns. They were made in regular shapes in rhythm and divisions corresponding to the 

exits of buildings. Among them the locations of wells were accented. Modest greenery formed a 
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part of the spatial order of the barracks. Buildings designed for headquarters were surrounded by 

larger areas of controlled greenery, divided by lanes, the intersections of which were probably 

highlighted by objects of small architecture (symbol on the plan). In this sense, greenery served a 

recreational function and represented the standard of housing.  

At the beginning of the XX century in the barracks area in Augustów a square was realized 

with a monument of Prince Bagration (Szlaszyński, Makowski, 2007). It had symbolic and 

representative functions.  

There was a green square in Suwalki in the neighborhood of the barracks in Sejneńska Street 

at the beginning of the XX century. It was made in the place of the triangular area between the 

intersecting streets, difficult to use for building barracks. 

It is known from the old photographs that trees were planted in the barracks area, usually 

separating it into different functional zones of garrisons (Augustów, Zambrów, Suwałki, Ostrołęka, 

Grajewo). 

The unique use of greenery was to mask the Orthodox Church domes by covering them with 

branches cut of the trees (Sokół, Sosna, 2003, 2011). Such cases took place during the First World 

War. It was about protection against artillery fire as the shiny domes of churches were an easy 

target. 

Interwar period. In the interwar period post-tsarist barracks were occupied by Polish 

garrisons. The new owners first had to improve the technical condition of the facilities after the 

destructions of war. Barracks left by the invaders armies were adapted to the needs of Polish army 

for economic reasons (Król, 1936). The new organization of greenery and introduction of 

monuments, statues, landscape architecture (e.g. new gates) in the area of barracks, contrasting with 

the previous landscape in garrisons, were intended to give a new symbolism and Polish identity to 

the existing urban complexes. 

Planting trees along the borders of barracks was continued for reasons of order (orders 

regarding the barracks in Suwałki (Dobroński, Skłodowski, 2008). Peripheral plantings were 

carried out not only in the linear form. Group plantings inside the barracks area were intended to 

mask garrisons’ visibility from the aircrafts. Such a procedure was recommended in the rules for 

military construction (Król, 1936).  

In Suwałki in the Dwernicki Barracks a square was made with a monument unveiled on the 

tenth anniversary of the founding of the unit. It served a recreation function and was a place to rest 

for weary lancers (Dobroński, Skłodowski, 2008).  

Composed greenery was the background for the monuments and statues erected in the 

barracks. In Suwałki in the Dwernicki barracks opposite the main entrance a statue of gen. 

Dwernicki was placed on a high pedestal (Fig. 2 a). The composition is complemented by low green 

at the base of the monument and a regular avenue highlighting the extension of the compositional 

axis. In Komorowo near Ostrów Mazowiecka an exceptional initiative was realized – a gallery of 

Polish Kings and Commanders, the dominant of which was the equestrian statue of Marshal 

Pilsudski (similar representative location was also in the barracks in Zamość) (Fig. 2 b). All the 

sculptures have gained settings of controlled greenery. The aesthetics of space has been sought in 

the barracks. At the garrison buildings, especially the officer ones, decorative flowerbeds were 

created (Komorowo, Białystok). 

Greenery was also used as a background and setting for important garrison events. 

Regimental outdoor gala dinners were organized on exceptional events, e.g. a visit of the Polish 

army chief commander. Decorations of green were then often created, garlands were hung from 

trees branches between the buildings, monuments gained additional, decoration composed of plant 

elements (Augustów, Komorowo, Zambrów, Suwałki).  

Vegetable gardens were also made serving the needs of the garrison kitchen, as well as the 

individual needs of soldiers and their families (Suwałki, Komorowo) (Ochał, 2009; Rosolski, 2014). 
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 a  b 

Fig. 2. Monuments and statues with composed greenery in their background: 

a) Suwałki, monument of general J. Dwernicki (Dobroński, K Skłodowski, 2008); 

b) Komorowo. Monument of Marshal J. Piłsudski (Archive of Mechanical Documentation, KomorowoI_W_871(4)) 

 

XX – XXI c. After World War II many of the historic barracks complexes were intended for 

civilian purposes. Because of the characteristic spatial extent and usually a large number of 

buildings, the post-military complexes were adapted to many functions: housing, services, 

industrial, warehouse, administrative, educational, cultural... 

Greenery in the contemporary landscape of post-tsarist barracks is composed with avenues 

and trees originating in the previous periods, as well as objects of landscape architecture created in 

the last decade.  

Today the historic rows of trees make the setting of streets – main traffic concourses of 

towns – and highlight the selected sections of the former barracks borders (Fig. 3 a, b). 

 

 a  b 

Fig. 3. Contemporary avenues (photo by D. Gawryluk): a) Zambrów; b) Suwałki 

 

Noteworthy are useful kitchen gardens, which the inhabitants create in the immediate vicinity 

of the barracks buildings (Augustów, Suwałki, Zambrów) (Fig. 4 a, b). They are very interesting 

form of greenery determined by the tradition of regimental gardens. It is difficult to talk about 

preservation of their location, but culturally valuable is the continuity of tradition.  

Controlled greenery of mainly aesthetic and partly recreation functions is realized next to the 

revitalized objects i.e. Hotel LOFT 1893 in Suwałki (Fig. 5 a), or to a lesser extent Memorial 

Chamber in Zambrów. 

New squares were introduced in the landscape context of barracks in Zambrów. The first one, 

of representative character, is located along the borders of the historic complex and linked with the 

location of the regimental soldier monument. The second square, of mainly recreational function, 

was realized within the barracks area. A shortage of the new facility is the lack of compositional 

references to the tradition of regular spatial structure of the garrison. It is worth recalling here the 

example of revitalization of the historic barracks in Poznań – City Park. The main building realized 

in the process of restoration of the complex was clearly inspired by the character of historic 
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architecture and the new controlled greenery of the square located in the courtyard of the building, 

in its composition, refers to the rhythm and spatial order of the barracks complex (Fig. 5 b). 

Greenery in the City Park emphasizes the legibility of new and historic, architectural and scenic 

interiors in the complex. 

 

 a  b 

Fig. 4. Useful kitchen gardens (photo by D. Gawryluk): a) Zambrów; b) Augustów 

 

 a  b 

Fig. 5. Controlled greenery next to the revitalized objects: 

a) Hotel “Loft 1893” in Suwałki (photo A. Stankiewicz); b) City Park in Poznań (photo D. Gawryluk) 

 

Attempt proposals to create the nature of contemporary composed greenery, in the context of 

the historic barracks, are students’ projects realized at the Faculty of Landscape Architecture at 

Technical University in Białystok. The authors of theses prepare their own projects of green 

squares, courtyards, recreational squares and playgrounds in line with the character of the post-

tsarist barracks. The students propose solutions inspired by the spirit of the places and the history of 

these complexes (Augustów, Suwałki, Zambrów). Designed greenery is, in the students’ proposals, 

the leading element of revitalization for adaption of a new function to the selected area. At the same 

time it is also a matter of allowing preservation of the legibility of the historic areas and the interior 

of the former barracks. Projects are characterized by aesthetics that convenes the spatial nature of 

barracks based on the concepts of rhythm, order, regularity, promotion of physical activities which 

are reminiscent of the military character of the barracks. 

 

Discussion 

 

Confronting information regarding the historical and contemporary use of greenery in the 

historic barracks, allowed to identify the origins of the individual greenery complexes and the 

importance of their legibility in different scales of landscape (Table). 

On the scale of panorama (outlines of cities), in case of small towns the legibility views from 

outside the towns is preserved. In these towns the buildings of barracks complexes, green alleys and 

border plantings constitute horizontally extended complexes with characteristic linear proportions. 
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These are e.g. the views of the barracks from the ring road in Suwałki (Fig. 6 a) or from out of town 

viewpoints in Zambrów (Fig. 6 b). 
 

 a  b 

Fig. 6. Greenery on the scale of panorama (photo by D. Gawryluk): a) Suwałki; b) Zambrów 
 

On the urban scale related to the town structure, the leading avenues and peripheral plantings 

indicate the historical area of barracks – a form of spatial border restoring legibility of location and 

extent of historic complexes, which are now usually interspersed with modern facilities. In this 

sense, the rows of greenery can also make a good restoration tool for restoring obliterated legibility 

of historical complexes borders within the town structure. 

On the scale of architectural-scenic interiors it is difficult to talk about historical greenery 

complexes because this form is least preserved. The land use of pre-war squares is little known, 

only from a few old photos. Nowadays the scale includes the new controlled greenery in the 

revitalized objects (Suwałki) or new squares (Zambrów). The essence of its composition should be 

to preserve the legibility of the historic interior space of the barracks. 
 

Table. Landscape importance of greenery in the context of barracks 

Kinds of controlled greenery related to the 

barracks complexes 

Landscape importance of controlled greenery complex on a 

scale 

panorama urban 
arch-landsc. 

interiors 

historic 
contem

porary 
historic 

contem

porary 
historic 

contem

porary 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Turn of XIX and XX c.(period of partitions) 

Avenues, rows of trees       

Square with a monument       

Square adjacent to barracks       

Flowerbeds / lawns by the barracks buildings       

Interwar period 

Masking greenery       

Avenues – continuation of the previous period        

Rows of trees along the barracks borders – 

continuation of the previous period  

      

Squares within the barracks area       

Kitchen gardens       

Decorative green garlands at times of gala 

diners and receptions 

      

Turn of XX and XXI c. – summary of the post war period 

Avenues – continuation of the previous period        

Rows of trees along the borders – continuation 

of the previous period  

      

Contemporary and historic squares        

Kitchen gardens       

Generally accessible controlled greenery 

related to the selected facilities 

      

Note: grey colour – means the existence of the specific form of greenery in the given period. 
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Conclusion 

 

Greenery is important for shaping the landscape of historic barracks because it highlights their 

location in the town, extension limits and it is a part of the interior architectural-scenic composition. 

Avenues and rows of trees are of utmost importance because of the age of these forms of 

greenery, their impact and legibility in all of the analyzed landscape scales. They are most durable. 

For the age of the individual trees we should remember to protect them and care, and make any 

changes only if it is absolutely necessary for the final composition of the avenues retained 

continuity.  

Greenery in the form of bushes and perennials is used mainly in the interior landscape scale. 

Today it serves as a tool for revitalization of facilities and space. Its proper, reasonable use allows 

for preservation of the cultural values of the barracks. The advantage of using greenery at this scale 

is the relatively quickly reached clear landscape result confirming the effect of revitalization. We 

should remember that projects of this type formed the tradition of the place and were inspired by it. 
 

Note. The article was prepared in frames of the statutory work S/WBiIS/2/2016 realized by ZDAK, WBiIŚ, PB 
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