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was the second Jewish town in Poland (Michał Matys: Łódzka fabryka marzeń. Od afery do 

sukcesu, PWN, W-wa 2014, p.23). 

Probably it was because of the Jews, who influenced the issue of the location of the Old 

Market, founded on a rectangular plan (Fig. 1 and 2), currently remaining somewhat overshadowed 

Freedom Square, located in the New Market (Fig. 3.), with a characteristic shape of an octagon, and 

comprising closing axis of the Piotrkowska Street. 
 

 

Fig. 1. 1917 y. – the map of new-old city of the Lodz.  

Note: New Market – polish "Nowy Rynek", Old Market – polish "Stary Rynek" (source: Town Portal Lodz) 

 

 

 

Fig. 2. History of the development of the main market situation in Lodz.  

Note: Stary Rynek – english "Old Market", Pl. Wolności"– english "Freedom Square" (source: author) 
 

Impact of New Market, as the dominant closing axis of the Piotrkowska Street is so easy to 

notice, with the remainder in the vicinity of the nearby Old Market is almost imperceptible. Two 

squares combine Nowowiejska Street (Fig. 4.), currently going through the Old Town Park. At the 

height of the old town and the Old Market (Fig. 6.) on its western side passes into the Zgierska 

Street (Fig. 5.). 
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Fig. 3. "Freedom Square" – New Market – polish – "Plac Wolności" – Nowy Rynek  

(source: Town Portal Lodz – 1910 y., and now – photo by author) 

 

  

Fig. 4. Nowowiejska Street 1957 and now (source: www.fotopolska.eu and www.googlemaps.com) 

 

  

Fig. 5. Zgierska Street and view on Old Market 1910 and now 

(Source: www.fotopolska.eu and www.googlemaps.com) 

 

 

Fig. 6. Old Market, view from Zgierska Street, about 1917 (Source: www.fotopolska.eu) 
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The immediate vicinity of the Old Town Park, located near the newly revitalized 

Manufaktura, requires local authorities to take the continuation of the revitalization of this part of 

town. It seems that adhering to its south, with open wall to the park Old Market Square will have to 

take part in these activities.  

The future shows that the renewal of the Lodz Old Market Square and adjacent Old Town 

Park will be connected with reconstruction and renovation of Freedom Square tenement. The city 

authorities therefore need a sizeable budget. As part of the whole, comprehensive project plans to 

create a new public space, which will also underpin this end of the Piotrkowska Street. 

Lodz Old Market has a rectangular shape, which at the frontages surrounded by houses with 

arcades. One side of the market is open on Old Town Park. In the past it was here that the Lodz was 

being born, and around the market in the beginning were located wooden buildings. The beginning 

of the city commemorated by a stone with the 575 anniversary of the civil rights of Lodz.  

Today's appearance of Lodz Old Market is a post-war period, when erected buildings, based 

on the pillars, with steep roofs in a simplified style of historicism of socialist realism. 

Other authorities of Lodz years are not able to give life to the Old Market and develop this 

place. In the near past it was already the concept of foreclosure southern wall and erection of a 

monument of King Wladyslaw Jagiello on horseback (the king owes the city laws for Lodz). 

However this project failed to realize. Now the opportunity for the Old Market will be 

revitalization. 

Discussion with the stakeholders on the development plan for the Old Market Square. 

Just like each else, so this zone master plan was not able to meet the needs of all stakeholders. 

The resulting environment interested in the fate of the Old Market Square has focused its attention 

on two issues. Degradation of objects around the market after World War II and after this of 

existing there big city park. All these activities from the perspective of conservation and cultural 

heritage were the first, and the second – use of the serving communication at the former Old Town 

Market area. 

This last aspect deserves a special attention because it addresses important from the point of 

view of the users of that space matters concerning the future quality of life in this place. 

How to resolve the outstanding issue to use experimental methods in Polish conditions. 

Trying to respond to needs of the users of the space surrounding the Old Town Square, city 

authorities were asking repeatedly Lodz professional designers for development of this part of the 

town (Tadeusz Firlej: Słowo ponad granicami. Seria Monografie. p. 3). Unfortunately, all the 

realization ambitions of the objectives of designed plans were placed on the resistance due to the 

lack of adequate financial resources for implementation. 

Continuing the threads contained in the concept development of Lodz Old Town Market 

Square in March 2015 was possible to organize international student workshop. They were trying to 

resolve the current problems of the Lodz Old Market. The experience of students has introduced a 

new quality to thinking about the processes involved in the revitalization of the objects at this scale. 

Students’ activities, which have a significant influence on the final shape of the achieved 

work results, are inextricably connected with the preformed work methodology. With iron 

discipline it is based on the conclusions drawn from the conducted on as many levels as possible 

analysis. 

In terms of Polish realities, in very specific way looks understanding by students as a designer 

analysis of the opinion of the stakeholder environments, which is the parent voice in decisions about 

the direction of development of the project activities. In Poland, if it happens at all, the 

environments come to the fore after the design phase and before the execution, building only 

unnecessary conflicts. The image below shows the methodology shown how important for the 

young designers is participation with local communities.  
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"From the bottom" initiative, so strongly underestimated in Poland as inappropriate from the 

point of view of a contact prepared and unprepared persons to make the correct decisions that are 

essentially the basis for any action there. 

Effects of the work – conclusions.  

In the course of studies on the assumptions resulting from the methodology we found that 

stakeholder’s patterns are applied not too late. The existing master plan for this part of town 

authoritatively determines the gaps to make changes. Analyzing the voices of interested circles in 

any changes we found that they are a little bit unavoidable. 

The problem associated with bad economical situation of developers, and the city showed the 

impossibility of rapid achievement of the objectives of the plan. This has created a platform that 

gives the possibility to produce changes, or even attempt to take this type of action. In Europe, 

especially in Germany, it's easy to watch, the legislation ensures access to all circles in a pre design 

stage. Unfortunately in Poland, the situation is more complicated and not so obvious. 

The results from the group of enthusiasts presented below show next step of the discussion 

about possible changes. 

Trying to show the space existing around the Old Town Market and park as a little-known for 

both: Lodz residents and tourists through about the tragic situation during the World War II in Lodz 

ghetto (Joanna Podolska: Litzmannstadt-Getto. Ślady. Przewodnik po przeszłości. Wydawnictwo: 

Piątek Trzynastego Kolilński i Wiercioch, Łódź 2004. p. 22–24), students decided to design a 

complex – market and its park adjacent to the Center for Jewish Culture.  

The study began with an analysis of communication connections both in the context of the use 

by pedestrians and traffic (Fig. 7 and 8). Shortcomings in the routes to Piotrkowska Street and the 

Freedom Square and in the transverse direction towards Manufaktura were established. On the free 

movement of pedestrians was Nowowiejska Street, which is scheduled to cross the newly designed 

bridge (Fig. 9.).  

 

  

Fig. 7. Needs analysis and solutions for  

inter-connectivity of areas  

Fig. 8. Needs for connection. More detailed 

 

The design assumption was adopted to design more attractive pass through the park toward 

the Manufactory and the extension, widening of Old Market into the park by building a huge 

panoramic terrace. This solution with appropriate selection of the scale of the terrace allowed the 

introduction of many possible to use of the market space (Fig. 10 and 12). 

Research on more attractive pedestrian crossing through the park showed the ability to rebuild 

the old course of the riverbed Lodka and makes attractive it with various forms of small 

architecture. Following the old riverbed there was adopted the recess below the existing vertical 

alignment of the area and the type of pipe execution of various possibilities of applications. It was 

adopted including the ability to sit, to build a skate park, ride a bike, and others (Fig. 11.). 

Continuing the idea of the observation terrace there were attempts to answer the question 

using the park as an "image". Associating view the outlines of the old city located here before 
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World War II, it was decided to use it in the form of a stamp or fingerprint and applied to the 

surface of both: the park and the Old Market. Compare inspiration (Fig. 13 and 14). 

 

  

Fig. 9. Combination of pedestrian and vehicle movement. Asking about form of the bridge. Restoring old riverbed as a 

pathway. Needs for connection of Old market and the park. More detailed 
 

 

 
Fig. 10. The old market development and analysis of viewpoints on the park  

 

 

  
Fig. 11. The pathway. Different typology of the pipe Fig. 12. The Old Market Square. Creating a terrace 

overlooking the park above the picnic area on the slope 
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Fig. 13. Old structure of the city. The New park Inspiration for recreating old division in the pathway and lawn 

 

 

Fig. 14. The "New park" Inspiration for recreating old division in the pathway and lawn 

 

It worked the same to refer to the Jewish history of the place from before the war, which 

decided to visualize it in the form of tables and boards sticking from the crosswalk to commemorate 

those tragic moments (Fig. 15.). 

 

 

 

Fig. 15. Jewish ghetto and a bridge for pedestrians on the Zgierska street next to the Church of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, polish – Kościół Wniebowzięcia Najświętszej Marii Panny (source: www.fotopolska.eu) 
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Conclusions 

 

Out of control re-urbanization processes and their negative effects of exacerbated poor 

advancement create a local law governing spatial development in Spatial Master Planning. Because 

of the relatively dynamic development of the economy and the growing aspirations of citizens 

increase demand for modern office, retail, residential and accompanying infrastructure, it seems so 

that the solution to the issues identified in the first place is renewal of these urban areas, where the 

substance has degraded and that's why they do not meet modern requirements as economic, 

technical and social.  

Old markets, in past the best representatives of the public spaces of the towns, quite often 

were designed as the space trade and a place where converged roads leading into the city. 

Nowadays, it is possible to find, they are largely unused urban areas with no access to the urban 

resources, blocked for the public. Many times, unfortunately, much neglected and without any 

prospects. 

The idea of the meeting, the results of which are presented in this study, was to show the 

transformation's possibilities of the old market and its immediate surroundings in the space present 

in the scale of the city in many aspects, and functioning properly. 
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